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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                    May 11th, 2016 

Mission Creek restoration already performing as expected 

Phase 1 of the Mission Creek Restoration Initiative (MCRI) is already 
providing flood protection and environmental benefits, accorrding  
to project engineer Don Dobson and project coordinator Steve 
Matthews.  
 
“On April 22nd Mission Creek had an early freshet peak flow of about 
67 cubic meters per second,” explains Dobson. “As that flow 
increased and the water level rose, water gradually overtopped the 
stream banks where the dike had been removed, allowing water to 
slowly flow across the floodplain.” As the water level across the 
floodplain increased, water started to flow back into the main creek 
channel near the west end of the project area.  
 
“The project performed as expected,” he continues, “with water 
flowing onto the expanded floodplain near the upstream end of the 
project, and flowed back into the creek near the west end. The new 
dike had water up to the toe of the dike and contained the water on 
the floodplain as planned.” Whether there will be further flow onto 
the floodplain this spring will depend upon the flows over the 
remainder of the freshet. 
 
Matthews says, “it’s great to see freshet flows entering the newly 
expanded floodplain. The river's energy is already starting to develop 
a more naturally functioning floodplain and riparian area, providing 
the opportunity for deposition of fine sediments that would 
typically remain within the creek channel. This will improve in-
stream gravel quality for spawning kokanee.”  
 
In addition, he says, “the high water levels will initiate development 
of riparian wetland areas including the two amphibian ponds constructed during vegetation plantings. All of 
these project outcomes will contribute to improved habitat for Mission Creek fish populations and a wide range 
of wildlife species utilizing the riparian zone.” 

 
For more up-to-the-minute information about MCRI visit www.missioncreek.ca. Check out our Phase-1 
Construction Fact Sheet and the upcoming MCRI video.  
  

As freshet levels rose, water overtopped 
the stream banks where the original dike 
had been removed.  

Water flowing into the newly expanded 
floodplain showed that natural function 
was being restored.   

 

http://www.missioncreek.ca/
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You can also contact:  
 
Joanne de Vries 
MCRI Outreach Coordinator 
250-766-1777, 250-300-8797 
jo@freshoutlookfoundation.org 
 
Steve Matthews 
MCRI Project Coordinator 
250-809-9840 
matthewsenvconsulting@gmail.com 
 
Todd Cashin 
City of Kelowna Suburban & Rural Planning Manager 
250-469-8470 
tcashin@kelowna.ca  
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